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Jesse: Beautiful, we didn’t know what the relationship was. 

Jon: Let me check my notes. 

We saw that BLM book that they came up with on the Jarvie place. 

Jesse: Well they sent me one. I knew all about the Jarvie Place. They wanted to know about 
that. They took that all down. There was an old sort of Museum there. I suppose you know all 
about it though. 

Jon: Yeah, we were talking to Ted Sinclair over there who’s living in Esther Campbell’s place 

now. He’s hired by the BLM. 

Jesse: I see. They was going to go ahead and build them buildings like they was when I was a 
kid. 

Jon: Yeah, reconstruct them? 

Jesse: Then I understood they ran out of money and they didn’t do anything yet. 

Jon: Yeah, they haven’t done too much. They’re working on some of the cabins, repairing 

some of them. There’s some archeologists now that are trying to find the old house. And they 
have their diggings right there, right near the stone house. I guess all they’ve come up with so far 
is a few stones that were in the foundation. They haven’t found anything, no artifacts or 
anything. 

Do you know what happened to that house? Did it burn down, the big house that Jarvie 

was in? 

Jesse: The Jarvie Store and where they lived was all joined together. Yes, it was torn down and 
taken down to Beaver Creek, put on the Meyers place up against the mountain there. 

Jon: Oh, really! 

Jesse: When Charlie Sparks bought that, he tore down most of it and then John Jarvie, that’s the 
boy, he lived there awhile and he took all of that and overhauled it and tore it up and built a new 
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house there, pretty good house. Not over the old basement but, out to the end there and tore that 
basement out. 

And this man Sparks, the house burned down on Beaver Creek and he owned the Jarvie 
place then, Sparks did. So, he had this new house moved down there again to the Myers place. 
That’s what become of those buildings. The rock house, of course is still there. 

Jon: And the dugout and I guess they were working in the dugout too. You said they were 

taking some dirt out and putting it back in. 

Jesse: It was just a dirt dugout under the old store building. You maybe have seen the picture 
that the BLM got of the house and the store and all inside the store. They told me that I was the 
only one that they had found that knew that store, that knew the old man. So I gave them the 
picture. They got it all wrote down, —in Rock Springs. 

Jon: Ted Sinclair, the BLM man, just found a couple days ago, he found a big iron — this. A 

chopper, a big iron thing with a big handle on it, the handle was gone. I guess they took a plug of 
tobacco and they cut it off. 

Jesse: Where did they find that? 

Jon: I guess right around the area there. 

Jesse: That old basement probably. It was full of stuff. It was a dirt basement. It was big. 

Jon: Where was the basement? 

Jesse: Under the store building. If I was there I could show you. 

Jon: Sure! They referred to that it would be the east most corner of the building, down 

between the stone house and the river. Actually it’s right in front of the stone house. 

Jesse: You mean the rock house that’s there? 

Jon: The rock house that is there, right. 

Jesse: Now all the buildings was just west of the rock house that’s there now and the store was 

on the left end of the building. It was a big long building. Then there was, let me see, I did 

know and now, hell I forget. There was a kitchen and there was the old man’s bedroom and 

another bedroom joined in on that right close to the rock house. But the building was on the 

left hand. 
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Jon: Okay, I can visualize this now. 

Jesse: It’s all . 

Jon: I was going to ask you, how did you happen to end up in the Park as a young boy? 

Jesse: Me! 

Jon: Yeah. 

Jesse: My folks left Nebraska, that’s where my dad lived. We left Nebraska in 1906. We come 
to this. He was headed for Vernal. We left in a team and covered wagons. We come to this 
bridge there on that river, it’s Bear River to me, it’s Yampa River now, but it was Bear River 
then. It was out. He had noticed the old Buckmans, maybe down below where the bridge is now 
just a little ways. That’s where the bridge was but it went out. We couldn’t get across the river to 
go to Vernal, that’s where he was headed for. We couldn’t get there; we couldn’t get across this 
river. We came around them hills somewhere, I don’t know how in the hell we got around there, 

and got down here and got to the, what they call, Flat, and to the lower bridge on the 

Snake River over here, the lower bridge. While we was camping a day and a night over here on 

this sand hill right straight over here, and dad got some place and crossed this river and 

walked over here to Maybelle and talked to somebody. He showed back there in the evening and 
he didn’t know where to go and where he was going because he had headed out for Vernal. He 

couldn’t get there so my g-d we was just getting supper on the and a fellow rode in by the 

name of Braggs. I can’t remember his first name. He had two pack horses. He rode in there. Him 
and dad got to talking and he decided to camp with us. He’d been to Brown’s Park. So when he 
set by the camp fire that night and talked about Brown’s Park, he told him all about it. And, dad, 
he got interested in that. He wanted to get to Brown’s Park. We went on down there and got to 
that lower bridge on Snake River and pulled across. We camped there that afternoon. There was 
a lot of cattle up in that bend, and two or three riders up there. Pretty soon one of them started 
riding for our camp. The other one stayed with the cattle. The one that came down was Queen 

Ann Bassett. That’s when she had . She told us all about Brown’s Park. 

We got to the sorting place. Do you know where that is in there? 

Jon: No. 

Jesse: Not the Bassett place but it’s the first place you come to. Well, hell the road don’t even 
come by it now, it did then. It’s the first place you come to when you come from Beaver Creek 
down the Park right against the mountain. That’s the old sorting place, that’s where we landed. 
George Starling lived there then with his family. We stayed there a couple of days. My dad got 
on his, my dad had a saddle horse leading behind this wagon, he got on that horse and went on 
up to the park. He was gone all day. He came back there, I remember that evening, and he said, 
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Well Mrs. Taylor, we’re going up here about twenty five miles and that’s where we’re going to 
stop. And by g-d that’s where we stopped, yeah, beautiful spot. Ch— st I put in 68 years right 

there on the bank of that dam river and I only of it. See, he was across the river with 

his ranch and there was that lake in there now, the old Bridge Port. Do you know where the 
bridge was? 

Jon: I don’t. 

Jesse: Right below where Allen’s are living now. Just below there you notice an old cellar, you 
go down right there. It’s half a mile from Bob Allen’s, where Semmi’s living now, the new 
house up there. There’s a long house there where old Charlie Crouse was a runnin’ the store and 
the saloon in this big cellar. There’s where we camped. We went there and dad went to, you 

notice that old canal along there, a ditch. That was the Crouse Ditch. It would at that 

time. Crouse had a couple of men hired with teams and scrapers cleaning that thing out and dad 
went to work for him. That’s where we stopped around that-—. He worked for him awhile and 
then old Charlie Crouse had the old Joe Tolliver place across the river up against the mountain. 
He dealt that to dad and we moved there. 

Jon: You get in to cattle ranching then, and the cattle war? 

Jesse: That’s where we started in, right up there. 

Jon: How old were you when you started into ranching? 

Jesse: Oh g-d I was just, well I had a cow or two when I was nine years old. 

Jon: Is that right. 

Jesse: I had cattle all my life, up until 1971. 1 moved to Rock Springs for good and sold out. I 
had the Canyon Creek Ranch, you know where that is. They ran me out of the park, the BLM 
and the Gaming Place. They wanted my place. I sold to them and went and bought the Canyon 
Creek Ranch and stayed there eight years and then I sold that and went to Rock Springs. 

Jon: How many small ranches when you moved there, do you think there were in Brown’s 

Park. 

Jesse: Je— s Ch— st, honest to God, there was a family on all those little . And how they 

was making a living I don’t know. But they just drifted away and sold out to the bigger outfits. 
Jon: The Two-Bar Ranch was one of the big outfits right there. 

Jesse: That was the biggest. 
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Jon: What year did they change locations or change their ranch or disband that one ranch 

that’s in the park there. 

Jesse: It’s hard for me to remember these dates through the years. When you get as old as I am 
your head loses those dam dates. 

Jon: We got into the Two-Bar Ranch and we found the building that’s rather intact. It was a 

long building with a chimney on each end. It looked like the chimney went down to a stove on 
each end. And there was all sorts of little kindle holes in the building about four feet long. 

Jesse: There was two Two-Bars. 

Jon: The old one that’s crumbling down at the Fish and Wildlife area, the one that’s by the 

Lodore School there? You went to school at the Lodore School.? 

Jesse: Oh heavens yes, I went to school there. I went heard about where the old school 

house on the banks of the Vermillian, a log building, right on the banks of the Vermillian. It’s 
gone now and I couldn’t even hardly find the foundation of it when I was there a couple years 
ago. But I know right where it was. Bill Allen was with me, my brother-in-law and we had a 
horse shed, us kids did. I was staying at Bucksies? at the time going to school. 

Jon: What was the date on that? 

Jesse: 1911 was when they finished the school house, the new school house that’s there now. 
But before that I went to the old school house over there on the banks of the Vermillian. Honest 
to g-d I we went to that new school house alone for thirty days, just me and the teacher. That’s 
right. 

Jon: The cabins that are right near the school, there are two of them? 

Jesse: That was built there by Frank Myers. He lived on Beaver Creek and he built them to put 
his family in the winter time to go to school. That’s why I went alone that month. He didn’t get 
his cabin done down there to get his family down there for thirty days or about thirty days so I 
was alone to going to school. 

Jon: There was a cabin built for the teachers too wasn’t there or something like that? 

Jesse: No, not while I was going. I don’t know what’s there now but I don’t think there’s any 
cabins. 

Jon: There’s two left that are about 100 yards from the school. 
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Jesse: Old Frank Myers put them up to keep his family in the winter time so his kids could get 
to school, because there was no school anywhere else. 

Jon: How far did he live from that school then? 

Jesse: Myers? Well he had a place on Beaver Creek, up against the mountain, that was the 
Myers place. That’s where they lived but he put his family down there in the winter to get a little 
schooling. He was always a month or so late to get them to school. 

Jon: Jarvie was killed about 1909? 

Jesse: I think it was either ’08 or ’09. 1 had it on my head, but them fellas would have looked it 
up. I believe it was ’08, are you sure? 

Jon: I’m pretty sure it was 1909. 1 guess you were about eight years old at that time. Do you 

remember that pretty good? 

Jesse: G-d yes, I remember very well. My dad was working, you know where the Park 
Livestock Ranch is, across the river where the Fish and Games got it now, but it was the Park 
and Livestock Ranch them days. Kevin in Rock Springs owned it. But, dad was working over 
there at that time and him and I came with a wagon down, you know where the old Carr place is 
up the canyon, have you heard anything about that? It’s down the river. You come on down past 
the bridge and then you turn up that canyon there. Old Billie Carr, the Gordon Wilson place then. 
Gordon had been killed and he had a mowing machine up there and we was haying and dad 
come and I went up there to get that mowing machine that day. We was going back along about 
to the bridge there and it was pret near dark. Well it was dark. We met a fellow by the name of 
Bill Luckenbill that was working there. And he’d just come from the ranch down there on 
horseback to meet us and he told us old man Jarvie had been murdered. So, they went on, and old 
Mark Whalen was running the Park Livestock at that time. He didn’t believe us. He didn’t 
believe he had been killed. He said he was off prospecting and hadn’t got in or something. Now, 
Jimmie Jarvie, that is the youngest boy, and John was the oldest boy, they was living on Beaver 
Creek at that time, at the little Jarvie place on Beaver Creek. Jimmy was going by the store in 
team and buggy to get some supplies. John wanted him to wait until the next day for something, I 
don’t remember what it was, anyway it delayed the trip until the next morning. It’s a good thing 
he did cause if he would of went up there that morning that he was going they would have killed 
him too. But he didn’t go, so when he does go the next day, he looks around for his dad and he 
couldn’t find him. He finally found this string of lead around the house and led to the boat. He 
could see where the old man’s gray hair was pulled out when they drug over the door step there 
in front of the house. He decided he had been murdered. You know them days, it’s pretty dam 
slow gettin’ around. They had to come horse back or team, cross the ferry boat. So, he 
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got over there and he told them that day about it. Well Mark Whalen said nobody would bother 
him, nobody would kill that old man. 

Well Jimmy he goes back and he crossed the river to go up to Beaver Creek to John. And then 
tell all the neighbors and gettin’ a bunch of men together. All of this took time you know. And 
all while they was doing that these fellows was leisurely making their way back to Rock Springs. 
It just looked like they wasn’t going to be caught. That’s just the way it looked. 

Jon: Did they find out the mens names? Did they find out who the men were? 

Jesse: Oh, I know one of them. He worked for John Jarvie. He worked at different ranches 
around the park. Don’t know anything about who the other fellow was. 

Jon: He wasn’t an employee of Jarvie? 

Jesse: He didn’t for some reason like Old Man Jarvie. Because I heard him say that he didn’t 
— . I know one time he rode up there when it was the old Bridgeport house where the bridge 
was there. He rode up there in the evening and dad was chopping wood and I was out there. He 
wanted to stay all night. Dad said, ‘We aint got no room, go on up to Jarvies.’ Well he said, I 
don’t suppose that old SOB would let me stay all night. But he went on and planned to stay all 
night. So when Jarvie turned him away. He made the remark several times and found out 

afterwards that different people there in the park all working and them ranches, it 

wouldn’t be hard to murder that old man, and they got that place, that old safe, you seen it or 
heard about that safe, it’s at Allens or Clemings place there, or was. They get to imagining that 
was full of money don’t you see. He thought it was, or it would be. That’s why he rigged this up 
and got this other bird out of town, nobody knows who the hell he was. Canan? the Seger 
brothers was living at the old Bridgeport house at the time. They seen these men come down 
from Jesse Canyon and walking across that old rolie cross track in the evening. Of course they 
didn’t think nothing about it. So they went up there and had supper. Well the whiskey was siftin’ 
on the table I guess. They had some of it to drink. They murdered him and they sent the little row 

boat just up the river. to the old cellar and just up above the bank of the river, right 

there was where the rowboat was tied. At that time and that was before that waterwheel was put 
in. That was all clear in there. When the river was high there was a big eddy there. It came 
around like that. That rowboat was tied right there. So they put him in that rowboat and cut the 
rope and shoved it out in the river. But, they fooled everybody. They packed a lot of new rope 
and hobbles and different things like that out where that boat was out of that store, just laid him 

down there. Bad story was that they intended to cross the river. The river was up pretty 

high. They got scared of the boat. The old man had one horse there, a saddle horse, it set in that 
pasture all the time, the only horse he had. They caught that horse and put a new saddle on him 
out of the store, took two new rifles, and I don’t know, a lot of stuff with them, and come that 

evening, that night, they come right down that dam road by and went right on around up 

to that upper gate of mine and climbed up that cotton wood draw where those boulders are. They 
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went up there in them big rocks, there tracks, cause they trailed them the next day you see. They 
fooled around in them rocks there and they left a lot of their stuff there and took off on the horse. 

they didn’t know what the hell to do; they came right back down the road and went right 

straight up Jesse Canyon. 

Well dad and when they trailed them and seen they had went in the Jesse Canyon, I think 

they must have done all this to fool people. I don’t know why else. Led around that way, and 
take this hobbles and ropes and stuff, like they was going to get a bunch horses somewhere. They 
wanted to cross the river and stuff like that. That’s the way it looked. Well when they seen they 

went into Jesse Canyon they must got in Jesse Canyon, because they didn’t take what 

they was going to haul in there. They didn’t go into Jesse Canyon. Then John Jarvie got on a 
horse and he went up Red Creek Canyon. He beat it to Rock Springs and notified the sheriff. 
When he got to town and notified the sheriff, the sheriff got looking around and watching for 

him in . George Hood goes in the old Maverick house and robs the train at the time. He 

left there at 9:00. He got on the train for point of rocks. He pawned a beautiful pearl handle six 
shooter that he took out of the bottom of old man Jarvie’s trunk and a pair of new shoes out of 
the store. He pawned them off for a little bit of money. That’s the last trace we had of him, at 
point of the rocks. Now the other fellow, we never knew if he ever left Rock Springs or not. 

I want to tell you about the , Bill King, he was the oldest and he got to Rock Springs at 

this time to get a load of freight. As he was going he meets George Hood. See, George Hood had 
worked for him. And he seen him and this other fellow a foot coming out. And Hood wanted to 
know if there was any work out there. He seen he couldn’t get any work out there and Bill told 

them, well he didn’t know. He didn’t have nothing for him right now. But Bill said he thought it 
was strange, but of course he didn’t think much about it and he never saw this other fellow’s 
face. He sit down by the side of the road and he never saw that man’s face. By g-d when he was 
coming back with his load of freight, you know it took a week to go in there and get a load of 

freight and get home, he’d made some back to town. He said, g-d we couldn’t find out 

anything out there, we’re going back to town. He didn’t see that fellows face that time. He gets 
to the park and he hears old man Jarvie had been murdered and hell he knew of course. Too late 

then. 

Jon: And Hood just disappeared after that and he was gone forever then, right? 

Jesse: Archie Jarvie and Jimmy, thems the two youngest boys, they put in their lives hunting for 
that couple. They told dad, they said, they knew George Hood. Those guys never stayed in the 
park no more. They was off traveling in construction and stuff like that. The last time Jimmy 
came back in the park. They would always come to our place and stay a day or two and he 
thought he was on the right trail, a construction dam somewhere in Idaho. He left and he got 

in a Hotel window in Idaho, so the word came down. Archie Jarvie was killed in a coal 

mine out there. They put in there lives hunting old George Hood and they never found 

him. Well they might have found him, Jimmy might have. 
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Tom Jarvie, that was one of the brothers, oh him and Johnny, they were going up there and hell 
and find out what they could. By g-d they never went out of the park. 

Jon: Is Tom Jarvie still living in Manilla? 

Jesse: I don’t know if he’s alive yet or not. Is he up in Manilla? 

Jon: We don’t know. 

Jesse: I never heard of him dying. 

Jon: I remember mentioned it. I think she thinks he might be still alive. 

He used to be postmaster or something. 

Jesse: Before my sister died, she was over there just a few years ago. Tom didn’t know her, he 
didn’t know anything, hell he used to come to the Park all the time and stay all night, you know, 
after he moved up there, driving his cattle and so on. She said that man didn’t remember 
to the park. So, a man couldn’t get nothing out of him then. 

Jon: We were in Manilla, but it was before we realized we were beginning to put these pieces 

together that led us hear to you and we didn’t make any attempt to find him of course because of 
it. So much has happened within the past few days. 

Jesse: Well you wouldn’t find out nothing from him according to my sister if you did. My g-d if 
he didn’t remember the Taylors, why he wouldn’t know much. 

Jon: I have a bunch of things where it was sort of interesting. It was helter skelter note taking 

job here but some of the people in the Park that were sort of interesting like the Crouse’s. There 
daughter was Minnie Rasmussen. 

Jesse: She died I believe, in Arizona. I think I heard that a while back. G-d, she was awfully old. 
That was old Minnie. 

Jon: Some of the things we read, she was a girl friend of Butch Cassidy. 

Jesse: Yes, she knew him well. They danced together. I’ve heard her talk about him. See when 
we came, Cassidy left. I don’t remember how long before. 

Jon: I think he supposedly left for South America in 1902. 

Jesse: See, we came in 1906. 
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Jon: Some of the other people at the park, the Hoy brothers or 


Jesse: Well the Hoys lived down there in Hoy bottoms you know where the Fish and Game is 
now. They had that in there. 

Jon: I guess one of them got killed, Valentine Hoy? 

Jesse: Valentine Hoy. He got killed. Lant that was with Harry Tracy killed him down in Lodore 
Canyon. I’ve heard old Charley Crouse tell about that. 

Jon: They was looking for Harry Tracy and a guy by the name of Lant? And a man named 

Johnson? 

Jesse: Yes, a fellow with the name of Johnson. 

Jon: Supposedly this Johnson killed a man by the name of James Strange? 

Jesse: Yeah, well Willie Strange. 

Jon: Did you ever have the chance to meet Matt Warner? 

Jesse: Matt Warner, no, Matt Warner, I never seen him. He lived over here around Vernal, you 
know mostly. I never seem him nowhere. I read a lot about him. 

Jon: Were there any people in the Park when you were there that had maybe run with some of 

the outlaws in the area? Or had ran with the Wild Bunch at all? 

Jesse: Well, I don’t believe so. They were friends to them and all that, but to travel with them, I 
can’t recall anybody there. They’d give em a horse when they come a long or give em a nights 
lodging or something and all that and was glad to do it. Well I would have done the same. 

Jon: Did the black man, Speck Williams 

Jesse: Yes, old Albert, yeah, Ch— st yeah, he was an old pal of mine. 

Jon: What year did he pass away in? 

Jesse: My g-d, I can’t remember what year. 

Jon: It was in the thirties something isn’t it? 
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Jesse: Oh, I’d have to think and think and try to figure out the right year probably. But I was 
trying to get approximately and I can’t do that. He died in Vernal you know. 

Jon: Speck is the one that ran the ferry across the river, wasn’t that his job? 

Jesse: Yeah, he worked for years and years at the Park Livestock Ranch. Of course he did 

whatever could be done. He ran that ferry boat. They had the ferry boat there at the 

creeks. He worked on the ranch. He was there for years and years. He worked a couple of years 
and he’d find a fancy horse he’d buy it, a saddle horse. That man would train three or four good 
horses, good outfit, good saddling outfit. My g-d, he’d take a lay off and go to Rock Springs. 
He’d spend every dime that he’d saved. He’d come back, many time I’d see him do it, he’d come 
back, get all of his stuff, his horses and every dam thing that he had, take it to Rock Springs and 
sell it for what he could get, stay awhile until it lasted. He was somebody you know then among 
all them darkies you know and with that money. Then, he’d come back just as happy and 
wouldn’t a dam cent and come back and go to work. That’s the way he’d do that. Well he lived a 
fairly I guess. But, my g-d, he was he was a good fellow. 

Jon: Did he ever talk to you about the time that Crouse supposedly stabbed him. 

Jesse: Who? 

Jon: Charlie Crouse had stabbed Spec Williams. 

Jesse: No, he never said anything about that. Old Charlie Crouse told me about it but he never 
said anything about it. But, I do know one thing, he had plenty of respect for, he was a friend of 
old Crouse. But he was afraid of him, and Crouse was afraid of him. I’ll tell you a little story that 
happened one day right up to old Bridgeport house there. 

Crouse wouldn’t leave him alone when he was on the Park Livestock. Crouse would get in his 
buggy. And he was running the store and the saloon there ya know. He hadn’t seen his buggy 
when he traveled with them. He’d get in that buggy and get down to the ferry boat down to the 
Park Livestock and haul old Albert across there and bring him up. Stay all day up there. They 
would spar around you know like they was going to fight and they’d drink and have a big time. 
This one evening old Albert was alone at the Park Live and he said, “Crouse, I got a lot of chores 
to do over there and I got to get home.” 

“Oh, I’ll take you, you black son of a bi — h.” And pretty soon, finally we was all in the house, 
there was a bunch there, I don’t remember who all, my folks was there and whole bunch out at 
the end of the house talking. Old Albert said, “Crouse, if you don’t take me home I just want 
start out by foot.” 

And he said, “You black son of a b — .” He said, “You start down that road and I’ll get my gun 
and I’ll kill you.” 
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Oh Albert, he started out. Crouse, he ran around the house into his bedroom for his Winchester 
and he couldn’t find it. And they come back out pretty soon and he was there and he said, “Mary, 
do you know where my gun is?” 

And old Albert started and when Crouse went around and went in the house old Albert ran back 

to us and ran around behind the house. He knew dam well Crouse would kill him if he . 

It just shows you they were afraid with one another, but still they wouldn’t leave one another 
alone. When they’d get together and they would drink this whiskey and neither one of them 
would get so they couldn’t walk you know. I never seen either one of them so they couldn’t 
walk, full of whiskey, but they could walk. Oh, they used to have some arguments, good g-d. 

That shows you, he did have a . He wasn’t going to take any chance. Finally Crouse 

hooked up the buggy and they went happily down the road. 

Jon: I was reading one book by Kelly, called the “Outlaw Trail”. He published the book in the 

late 1930’s. He talked about Robbers Roost and Brown’s Park and Hole in the Wall. 

Jesse: I remember the book but I can’t remember reading the dam thing, I guess I did. 

Jon: He makes a comment that Speck Williams was supposedly telling him that there was a 

little cave near Clear Basin called the slaughter house. 

Jesse: Clay Basin? 

Jon: Well, he has Clear Basin down there. It might have been a misspelling. Maybe they 

meant Clay Basin. Supposedly called the slaughter house where they had the bones of some of 
the stolen cattle. Supposedly it just covered the ground there. Does that ring a bell at all? 

Jesse: I don’t know. Don’t know where that would be. But he might have found something, I 
don’t know. 

Jon: We were talking to Bob Allen, he was talking about a man by the name of Gottsche. 

Jesse: Oh, old man Gottsche. 

Jon: In the Red Creek Ranch. Supposedly Crouse got his start from him or began working for 

Gottsche. Gottsche was one of the big cattlemen. 

Jesse: Well he owned all the g-d dam country from Rock Springs to Brown’s Park and the Park 
Livestock Ranch at one time. Old man Gottshe, he was a good old Dutchman. 

Jon: And Charlie Teeters. 

Jesse: Charlie Teeters, he was an old pal of mine. 
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Jon: And Charlie worked at the Red Creek for a while. 


Jesse: Oh, hell yes he lived there. I went to school there two winters and stayed with them at 
Red Creek. Charlie Teeters was working for Gottsche then, running the outfit for him. 

Jon: Well Bob was mentioning, I guess the Red Creek had the reputation of always having 

plenty of hay in the barn and plenty of grub in the bunkhouse for anyone who was passing 
through. 

Jesse: You bet you, that old man, we all made ourselves to home when we come. And ever been 
that way afterwards. 

Jon: We were thinking in terms of maybe some connection with the outlaw element, people 

passing through. 

Jesse: Yes, they were welcome at most of those ranches. They never done them any harm. Some 
days you could go off and leave your woman and kids there alone and be gone by g-d as long as 
you wanted to and they were perfectly safe. You couldn’t do it now. They had respect for 
women, them fellas. Give them grub, give them money. 

Jon: Well obviously the Bassetts, Josie and Queen Ann, you were good friends with them. 

Jesse: Yeah, I knew them well of course. 

Jon: Did Queen Ann ever talk about some of the outlaw element and some of the people she 

knew. 

Jesse: Dog gone her, she was always going to write a book. Always promised me she would 
write a book. I never got to see it if she did. She always claimed, ‘oh I will, I will.’ I knew her 
well. I knew Josie well. 

Jon: Queen Ann, supposedly Tom Horn killed Matt Rash around 1900. 

Jesse: Yes, they claim it was Tom Horn. I guess it was. 

Jon: And Matt Rash was Queen Ann’s boyfriend at the time, is that right? 

Jesse: That’s right, that’s right. 

Jon: Did she ever talk about Elza Lay? 
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Jesse: Oh, I heard her mention him. But I never heard nothing particular about him. 

Jon: Kelly writes in his book that supposedly get hold up. He supposedly came into 

the Park and told her where he hid some of the money. I guess he came back for the money and 
never came back to Brown’s Park to see her again. 

Well was there any sort feud between this Bassett and Crouse family? 

Jesse: What sort of a feud? I don’t know of the cause of it. I wouldn’t say it as a feud but they 
just didn’t, by g-d they didn’t take to one another. 

Jon: Was it a religious difference or a monetary difference or always one is trying to be better 

than the other or? 

Jesse: Sort of that way I guess you could say. I never did hear. I stayed at the Bassetts for a long 
time when I went to school. I heard ‘em talk quite a bit but, oh they wouldn’t say much before a 
kid anyway you know. 

Jon: That’s a point, yeah that’s true. 

Jesse: I wouldn’t say there was any feud between them or anything like that but by g-d they just 
didn’t think of one another. They didn’t neighbor very much. You could tell they didn’t like one 
another no more. I don’t know why. 

Jon: Do you see any truth to the supposed point that Queen Ann Bassett was steeling cattle 

from the Two Bar Ranch? 

Jesse: Steeling cattle, well, yes of course she was. Yes, that was a well known fact. All the 
Bassetts stole from the Two Bar. It was no secret. 

Jon: And she finally got arrested for it and went to trial. 

Jesse: It wasn’t Bassett. Well George has told me too that when they was starting in they had 
about a thousand head of cattle, the Bassett bunch, which was a lot of cattle then, but it wasn’t 
nothing compared to old Haley’s Two Bar cattle. They had these friends up on Douglas 
Mountain and they’re sitting there by the cattle up there. The Two Bar ran in a hell of a slow 
cattleman onto this water. Then they said that them kids and Mrs. Bassett, you see old Sam 
Bassett never, he stayed on the ranch. Mrs. Bassett done the riding and the kids. She took them 
kids and went up there and scattered them cattle away from that water and scattered them all the 
way to Craig. Kept that up. That’s where them oil cattle come from down, that’s down over the 
mountain there. It used to be, I guess they’re still there. I ain’t heard nothing about them for a 
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long time. Here twenty years ago there was quite a lot of them. They did that. They stole from 
the Two Bar from then on because it was no secret. Eat their beef and when they could brand the 
calf, they would. Of course George Bassett, he got to be pretty particular about it, pretty careful I 
mean. 

But old Eb, he had a little bunch of cattle and that’s about all he had. Of course he had to be 
careful but he still branded one whenever he got a chance. He was a great friend of mine, awful 
good to me. He finally got in some jam over some dam insurance on his house, some dam thing. 

You know the reason he took that pill, pill, poisoned him s elf. He was afraid he was going 

to have to go to jail so he took pill instead of going to jail. But it wasn’t over steeling cattle, 

oh it might have had something to do with it. But they didn’t have a good time steeling cattle. 
They had a thousand head of cattle, the boys, when we come, they had a thousand head of cattle. 

And Ann got into a too, you know with over her and that fellow that was with her. They 

was supposed to caught them butchering a steer and they had Ann up here you know and Ch— st 
the Bassett boys they stayed with her. It took about every dam near everything they had but she 
didn’t go to the pen. 

Jon: How did Ann get the name Queen Ann? 

Jesse: Queen of the rustlers. 

Jon: Did any of the other people were taken to herd cattle also, or some of the other ranchers. 

Jesse: Well no, but I can tell you one thing. Queen Ann, well both of them women, they knew 
how to be ladies, real ladies. They had a good education, see. That dam old Josie was the ornery, 
mean one. Ann was, there was a lot of difference in them. 

Jon: Did Josie shoot one of her husbands one time? 

Jesse: No, she didn’t shoot him, but she poisoned him. Old man Wells, that’s what they all said, 
that she poisoned him up at Manila. Ann thought she did. She was a well-educated woman. She’s 
from up at the Willow Creek Ranch. It used to be two ranches you know and they had the lower 
ranch. They were there then and we was living up on that place where the lake is at that time. 

Dad had that rented from the bank in Rock Springs. She come up there crying one day, I 
remember. See there was a telling around and she got a wind of it, that she poisoned him. She 
was saying that, “Taylor I can’t hardly stand it the way they’re talking about me.” I heard dad 
say, “Well now Mrs. Wells, why didn’t you have a coroner.” It’s all over the new McCarrel 
Hotel. They hauled the body from Manila down there in the wagon and they buried him down at 
the new school house you see. Dad said, “Why didn’t you have an inquest of that man?” She 
said, “Well I didn’t know anything about an inquest.” We know that wasn’t so. Dad said, “Well, 
I’ll tell you Mrs. Wells,” he said, “I think it’s a dirty shame, if you’re innocent that the stories are 
going around as it is.” But he said, “If you’re guilty, I think you should be prosecuted.” Her idea 
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of poisoning was. A fellow by the name of Derricks was staying there, one of her boyfriends was 
staying there at the ranch. They’d go out and ride the hills together and pick up sheep or anything 
while old Wells was home at the ranch a working. 

Guy Samuels from Vernal, they used to bring lambs through there when they shipped them to 
Rock Springs and crossed them on the ferry boat. He brought a herd of lambs through there and 
they was crossing them on the ferry boat there and turn them loose up on the sand hill and up on 
the flat of course as they let them off of the boat. Well they got the most of them across. Old 
Josie and this Derrick rode out there and they cut out a couple hundred, I don’t remember, but it 
was quite a bunch. But them lambs, they’d drive them to the Willow Creek Ranch. Along the 
way there was a big long shed or barn you might say, made out of railroad ties. They put them in 
there. So when they got all the lambs across the river, why Guy Samuels decided maybe he 
better get a count on them sheep down there on that flat. So they tried to count em and he seen he 

was out of a lot of black lambs and . He went to lookin’ for tracks. It was in that sand, he 

could see the tracks easy. He circled the outfit and there was these tracks and two horse tracks 
going to the Willow Creek Ranch. He trailed em right down there. As he rode up there this, the 
road went right along the shed or the barn, and the cracks you could see in there as you rode 
along. He seen some sheep in there. And old Wells come out in the yard. He knew what had 
happened. And he said, “Mr. Samuels I want you to know that I had nothing to do with this or 
knew anything about it.” And he didn’t. I don’t doubt his word any. But he was married to her. 

So they grab him up and they takes him to Vernal and the Sheriff came and got her and took her 
to Vernal. And they had a hearing over there. I don’t know whether Samuels was a pushing this 
or not. He took his lambs on to town and shipped them. But anyway they didn’t send them over 
the road at that trial, but they figured they was going to have another trial and they would 
prosecute ‘em. 

So, in them days a lot of the cowboys and them would go up to Manila for Christmas and have a 

big dance and party up at Manila. And all of them was up there this Christmas with her . 

They went to dance and old Wells when he goes to these dances he gets so dam drunk that he 

couldn’t take . He had to sleep it off. So he was in the room there, their room. Carl Tellie 

and a fellow by the name of Short Moore, Willis Moore, used to stay with us, they were there. A 
long in the night, why, I don’t know, they went in there and old Wells was having fits like a dog. 
It was strychnine and stank a little bit of course. Carl Tellie told dad, I heard him tell him, that 
the dresser was sittin’ in the corner of that room. There was a bottle of strychnine sittin’ on that. 
Well everybody came to the conclusion she gave him a dose of strychnine and he died don’t you 
see. Well I don’t know whether she did or not, but that’s the story. They all thought so. And you 
know dam well that woman knew what a coroner’s inquest was. She never had one. That proves 
she was guilty. 

Jon: It certainly implies it. Do you know year that would have been? 

Jesse: I don’t know what year that was. 
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Other guy: Most of the facts you can find someplace. 


Jon: How many times was Josie married do you think? 

Jesse: Oh, let me see. She was married to Jim McKnight. He lives, maybe still alive, last I 
heard. That was Chick and Carl McKnight’ s dad. They’re both dead now, Chick and Carl. She 
was married to him first. Then she was married to Wells. Then she was married to, what the hell 
was his name, he lived in Lodore Canyon, that little place she had in Lodore Canyon, Ben 
Moms. I don’t know if her and old Ben married or not. They lived together quite a lot. She was 
married to those other fellas. 

Jon: But, what about Queen Ann, was she married. 

Jesse: Queen Ann married Hy Bernard. He was foreman of the Two Bar. She was married to 
him a long time and then in later years, she married old Frank Willis. 

Jon: I think I was reading something about Bernard having mentioned to her that he was one 

of the guys that helped pay for bringing Tom Horn in. You know Horn supposedly killed Matt 
Rash. 

Jesse: Well, I guess so. I don’t know. Old Hy was foreman at the Two Bar for many years. 

Jon: How did the smaller ranchers in the park look upon the Two Bar Ranch? Was it a 

constant type of feuding? 

Jesse: Well sort of but, them dam places and the ranch didn’t have any hardly, like I said awhile 

ago I don’t know how in the hell they was making a living . They raised a good 

garden. There was good little places. But they began moving out. That’s why I went to school 
alone there. The Chews used to live down the river from the school house there. They had ten or 
eleven kids. They used to come up that Vermillion on the ice with those skates. It looked like and 
army coming up there to that old school house. My g-d, before the new school house was built, 
they left. They went over around Jensen or somewhere over there and never seen them anymore. 

Jon: The river I understand in the winter time used to always ice over and now with that dam 

they got now I guess with the river changing all the time it doesn’t freeze over anymore. 

Jesse: Not now, it never freezes until the mesa. They (cattle) would reach over and broke off 
and go into that. There was no getting around, they was gone. Two Bar lost the cattle, oh my g-d, 

they never a man cutting water holes all the time too. You couldn’t keep them out of it 

entirely. 
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Jon: Since the dam has that tremendously changed that area? 

Jesse: I wouldn’t say so. 

Jon: What about wildlife? There was no buffalo around when you was here right? 

Jesse: My dad had a bunch up there on the ranch across the river you know in the pasture there. 
That was all, there wasn’t no wildlife. 

Jon: Okay, was there wolfs around? 

Jesse: Oh my g-d man when I went to school. That’s how come I got my first rifle on account of 
those wolfs. Riding clear to Bassetts you know, a kid. Up there on that ranch that I sold on the 
river there, we used to sell the hay there, dad did, and have a bunch of calves for the winter from 

the Two Bar or the old Martin Guofonti from Beaver Creek there had a lot of cattle, brand. 

They’d bring a bunch of calves up there to wean them. We’d have them up in the fields in the 
day time. We would have to go get them in the evening and bring em down and put em in the big 

round corral they had there and hang around the dam thing cause you’d go out there some 

mornings. The wolves generally come along there about every ten days. They’d go up the river 
and then about ten days they’d come back and come over to Snake River here, move around 
there and then back on their way. They’d be tracks on the ice and snow. I’d seen as high as high 
as twelve in a bunch of them tracks. Finally they, I trapped them when I could. I’d catch a coyote 
once in awhile. All the time I was trying to catch me a wolf, but you know why I never caught a 
wolf? I couldn’t catch one. 

Finally a fellow came from Denver to the Two Bar there. I was going to school at the time. 
Sometimes I would go up through the bottom along the river going up the park. Sometimes I 
would go up where the road is now. I’d go one way or the other. But this fellow told me, he said, 
“Young fella,” he said, “If you go up through these bottoms now away you been goin home.” He 
said, “You stay right in the road. Don’t you get your horse out of the road up along there.” He 
said, “I got traps set up there that will hang on that horse.” Believe me I stayed in the road after 
that. But you know, he caught a few wolves. Just a few I don’t know how many, I never did here. 
And them dam wolves began to disappear. They must have migrated to another place. Because I 
know he never caught em all. 

Years after that, John Jarvie, that’s the young fella, was living on the Jarvie place there. And he 
came down and was going up Jesse Canyon, there was a couple inches of snow on his old horse 

and he seen this big wolf cross going up . He went back to the house and got his rifle. He 

had a big rifle and he was a good shot. He took that wolfs trail. And he trailed him up on top of 
the mountain right straight up on top Mountain Home there on that bald peek up on Mountain 

Home. He got up there somewhere, he could see that wolf laying on the up there right on 

top somewhere. He was able to hit that wolf from where he was. He got him. He skinned him 
and brought the hide home and believe me that must have been a big sucker because it was that 
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high. That’s the last wolf I’ve heard of in Brown’s Park. Them things must have been smart 
enough to leave the country. He had some kind of a scent that he caught them wolves with. See I 
was trying to catch them with bait. Hell, they wouldn’t bother my traps, wouldn’t come up to 
one. He come in there with some sort of a scent, put down there, and he could catch em, and he 
did catch a lot of em. That was the last of the wolves in that country. 

Jon: Were there a lot of beaver around? 

Jesse: But nothing like there is now. 

Jon: There’s more now? 

Jesse: Oh my g-d. 

Jon: We couldn’t find any of them. We seen all kinds of trees cut down by them but we 

couldn’t find them. 

Jesse: The last year that I was on that ranch there, I had that four mile ditch out of the river, the 
last year that I run that every morning pret near my water would be cut off from that field. I’d 
start in, and maybe they dammed it off at Three Mile up above the Jarvie place or maybe up by 
the fence, I’d never know, I’d have to follow it up the ditch until I found there dam. It just kept 
me from raising any crops because of that beaver. I don’t know what I’d done, well I do know 
what I’d done, I put in a pump before I left there. I had a pump in there, but it wasn’t big enough, 
I didn’t get water enough. It had a gas motor instead of electric. I finally got that electric line in 
there the last year I was there. I was going to get me an electric motor and I had the pump, and 
make a ranch out of that, but the dam Fish and Game, they wanted it so bad. They said I’d have 
to sell it. They scared me into it. 

Jon: Were they trying to do the same thing to Bob Allen too with his property there? 

Jesse: Bill Allen had the Park Livestock Ranch across the river then. You know where the Park 
Live is don’t you, down at the mouth of Willow Creek across the river. He had that thing, and 
they scared him. I signed up, they was asking me for two and a half years before I gave up, 
trying to get more money. They’d raise a little bit on the price but dam little. About every two or 
three months they’d come in, “Well did you change your mind?” You know Steve Radosevich 
on Willow Creek. He used to be game warden. That son of a b — , I knowed him ever since he 
was a kid, but he was workin’ for them and thought so much of his job, but he was pullin for 
them all the time. When they come to appraise my place I was up at the pump. They went to the 
house and old Steve he figured I was to the pump and he comes on up there. That’s when they 
come to appraise it, two or three years before I let em have it. He says them appraisers are 
through your place down there and I went to the house. He said, “I thought I’d come up and tell 
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you.” He said, “I thought I’d come up and tell you.” He said, “You better go down and show em 
the ranch.” Why I said, “The son’s of b— es can go to hell. I ain’t a goin’ down there.” 

“Now Jess, you got the wrong attitude” he says, “You’re going to be sorry” And he was 
supposed to be a friend of mine. I always thought so. He says, “They’ve done appraised my 
place.” That was Willow Creek. He said, “We’re all going to have to go.” He said, “If you go 
down there and cooperate with them,” He says, “You can do better than if you go to fightin’ 
them.” He says, “They’ll take the place eventually anyway.” He says, “They’ll condemn it and 
take it.” 

Well I was pretty dumb. I kind of thought maybe he knowed what he was talking about. He was 
supposed to be a friend. He said they’d appraised his place already. So I went down there and 
showed him the things and around and I’d been dealing with them for a couple three years now. 
Finally I come up to Grey Stone’s Post Office, that was the nearest post office. I went by and 
signed up to sell to them. Well Marie and Bill, that’s my sister was on Park Live and they heard 
about it. They said, “Well, my g-d, we’ll never sell em our outfit. They’ll never get it.” Well I 
said, “Alright, maybe not.” It wasn’t a year until he signed up in Vernal to sell that outfit. He let 
them have it. And he told me, “You just of well as well of sold when you did.” He said, “They 
would have finished, I found out in Vernal they was going to condemn our places and take em. I 
told em all the time, buy somebody else out first. “No, you’re the first one we’ve got to buy.” My 
G-d, they got my place too cheap. Oh well. I’ll never have no use for old Steve after that the way 
he done me. Come to find out they had never appraised his place. He’s still got his place. Hell I 
was I raised with him and just cause he thought so much of that cushie job. They made Bill and 
Marie awfully mad at him too. They was great friends all the time until then. See, he just turned 
on them, my G-d too. That was probably a good thing for Bill and Marie, they were way on debt 
on that ranch. Marie told me once they owed so much money she didn’t suppose they could ever 
pay it. Well he got that, sold that, got that money and went over here by Saratoga and bought 
another ranch. And luck would be with him, he got to sell that for a big price through the years, 
and then he comes in and buys the Red Creek place. Then he sells that. So it’s probably a good 
thing that they put it off like that or they would have still been trying to pay for it probably. But 
me, I didn’t know anything. I was all in the clear. I didn’t get price enough. I should had got 
more for the Canyon Creek Ranch than I got. But, I was a dammed fool and scared and I didn’t 
know any better. 

I ran my cattle on the mountain up there every summer on Cold Mountain. The month of 
November my cattle came down into Clay Basin. You know where Clay Basin is? 

Jon: Yeah, we drove through there. 

Jesse: Come down in there and be there the month of November and then down the canyon into 
the park and I had a permit there, then for a couple of months on down toward Willow Creek in 
there. I was doing alright. The Fish and Game told me I’d have to do something with my cattle 
the month of November, that Clay Basin was being over stocked. I’d have to keep my cattle out 
of there the month of November. Well one of my boys was with me at that time and we didn’t 
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know what to hell to do with them cattle during that month. I didn’t have pasture, I couldn’t put 
em in that field. I had plenty of feed in that field but at that time of the year it was frosted and 
green and it would have killed some of them. It did at Willow Creek. I didn’t know what the hell 
we was going to do. I had a chance to buy the Canyon Creek Ranch and get at em so I’m going 
to go over to buy it. I honestly at the time didn’t know what in the hell I was going to do with my 
cattle. They was workin that shinanagon on me to get me out of there. The Fish and Game, 
they’d have meetings in Clay Basin about every six weeks, at the Clay Basin School House. 

BLM would be there and Fish and Game would be there. You could see those sons a b — es ride 
in together, working together. So they got Bill Allen and me out of there. 

Jon: What is the love of ranching? People that ranch love the country, they love the work. 

Jesse: I did, and I loved cattle and horses. But I got too dam old to keep at it. 

Jon: Well that’s understandable. But I mean, your life’s work has always been in cattle, but 

you’ve never regretted it. You didn’t regret it when you were doing it then and you don’t regret it 
now. 

Jesse: I thought, well I’m making a living and a little money. I didn’t know nothing of all that 
down there. 

Jon: It was a good life. 

Jesse: It was a good life. I’d recommend it to anybody that likes it, but then my dad was the 
same way. But, my g-d, it got to where really the range feed got so high before I left Canyon 
Creek, the range just simply worth it to you. The cattle prices, you could never depend on them. 
They were too dam low, so much expense. We’d sell twenty, twenty five thousand dollars worth 
of beef in the fall and you’d take that to run your dam outfit. All you was doing was hangin’ on 
to your outfit, you wasn’t makin’ no money. If you wanted to buy a new truck or something you 
had to go borrow the money to buy it. That’s the reason I quit. Them cattle come up. They’ve 
been high the last few years. I don’t know if Bob is making any money, he’s still hanging onto 
them cattle, him and Bill. He takes them over to Vernal in the winter time. It’s a hell of an 
expense running cattle that way. But they’ve got some pasture land up on the mountain. They put 
em in the summer that’s not all BLM, some of it deeded, so they can stay in business that way. 
I’ve never seen such cattle prices when I ran cattle of course. But the expenses have come up too. 

Jon: What would the average cow be worth today? 

Jesse: Today, the average cow, I don’t pay no attention to the market anymore. We bought five 
head of cattle, I bought them for the kid hear up hear at this roping arena the other day. They was 
just , them heifers and they were $1,450 for the . I would say that a good cow, oh 
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the’re around $400 I guess. I know our oldest boy here has got three roam cows, big cows up 
here in the pasture he’s got leased. He told me the other day, he said, “They ought to bring $500 
apiece. I don’t pay attention to dam market since 1963. 1 don’t have a cow or a horse. My old 
saddle horse, I gave him to my daughter across the river here and he’s fat and foolish. My 
daughter lives right in this house across the river. The only girl I got. 

Jon: This is your son’s place. 

Jesse: My youngest boy. What I’m doing over here, I live in town. Got a little rental property in 
there, I hate to leave the city. This boy worked for this Haden Coal Mine. He had a hell of a good 
job. That’s practically shut down. They threw him out of work for a couple months. He owes 
some on this trailer and he owes some on this ranch yet. I come over here when I can and stay 
with this little gal and the bigger ones going to school, her mothers working at Craig, and he’s 
working over here at Rangely. That’s what I’m a doin’, trying to help the kids out a little ever 
time I can. I’d rather be over in town looking after my stuff. 

Jon: Going back to the early days of Brown’s Park, do you remember the stage coming 

through? 

Jesse: Wasn’t no stage come through. Oh it used to and all that, it used to come down through 
Sears Canyon and cross this ferry at the Jarvie place. You know he had a ferry there for years 
and years by that store. That’s where he raised them kids. That old boy raised them four boys 
alone. She died when they wasn’t very big, his wife. 

Jon: He apparently was very much in love with her. 

Jesse: I think so, I haven’t heard anything else. She died, I don’t know what was the matter, I 
don’t remember why she died but she did. But, he raised them four boys there with that store and 
saloon and ferry boat. 

Jon: He had his big full beard and white hair. 

Jesse: Oh Scotchman. He was quite a guy. 

Jon: Somebody told us, you used to go down there and get a lollypop or candy when you were 

a little guy. 

Jesse: That old boy was good to me. When we first come, I wasn’t very g-d dam big. But you 
know that old devil every time I’d go over there, well he’d want to run a foot race with me. He 
always did outrun me. I never did get where I could outrun that old fellow. He was healthy and 
quite a man. 
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Jon: It’s wonderful that you speak highly of him as you do. That Diamond Mountain in the 

back there, it was supposedly named for a false claim to diamonds or something where the 
government sent a geology team out or something for some hoax. 

Jesse: Oh, I can’t tell you anything, cause I don’t know for sure how it come to get its name. 
Diamond Mountain, you mean this Diamond Mountain, not such a little one over here. 

Jon: Yeah, the one right near the park. 

Jesse: I can’t tell you just how Diamond got its name. I heard, but I can’t remember how it got 
its name. I always figured it was probably the shape of diamond, that’s the way everything else 
is. There’s stories and stories a man could tell for a week about that country. 

Jon: Were there many law officers going into the park. 

Jesse: They tried to. Oh, we had a sheriff, oh Richard Pope of Vernal. Once in great while he 
come over and stayed all night at our place. For instance he come over to see Mrs. Wells. 

Jon: Which was Mrs. Josie Bassett Wells. 

Jesse: After he was buried and I remember he come and stayed all night. They lived across on 
the Parson place area. You know what the Parson place is? Oh Doc Parson place. That’s where 
my dad had over there, where the old house was burned down you know. I hated to see that 
house burned down. My sister got that all reserved, nobody could tear it down or bother it. By G- 
d dam if somebody didn’t burn it down. It don’t look like the same place. That was a landmark. 

Jon: Was it a big three-room cabin? 

Jesse: Yes, and God only knows how long it was there. It was old and old when we moved there 
and dad and me had a dirt roof on it and so dad and me put a shingle roof on it. We lived in that 
for a good many years until he built a new house right out towards the there, a dammed good 
house. It’s all gone. 

Richard Pope he was sheriff, come over and stayed all night. He said he was goin’ down to talk 
to Mrs. Wells. So he went down there and man was gone all day down Willow Creek. He come 
back in the evening. Dad and me was out to the corral and when he let his horse in the gate he 
said, “Taylor” he says, “I believe that woman’s innocent.” By G-d” She was pullin the wool over 
Richard’s eyes. She could do that. She knew how to do that. 

Jon: Did Pope ever talk about some of the outlaw guys he used to pull in? 
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Jesse: Oh, yes I heard him say things about em, mentioning them. He was sheriff for a long 
time, Richard Pope and Deputy Atwood, they used to stay at our place ever once in a while. 

Jon: He’d be a county sheriff then? 

Jesse: Yeah, Uintah County, that is before Daggett County, before they formed Daggett County. 
That was all Uintah County. 

Jon: Were there many Indians around? 

Jesse: Oh my g-d, I seen teepees, just a line of em up that river, one after another. Old Charlie 
Crouse would be up there in that cellar selling them whiskey. Indians laying out there and drunk 
and sick. 

Jon: What was he selling them, phlamadahide? 

Jesse: Whiskey would do that to the Indians, just common whiskey, them days. I don’t know if 
they could take it. Many a time I went to that cellar, I’d go down the steps there and the 

place. Maybe I looked in there, maybe I never have, but there’s a little space in the bottom 

before you go in the door of the cellar. There would be a Navaho blanket, laying there on that. 
Here would be two or three Indians sitting on this side and old Crouse would be siftin’ on this 
side gambling. There was a big round corral down there at the comer of my fence, below where 
they got that pump now, the big round corral. I walked by there many times and that corral 

would be full of Indian ponies. Old Crouse was one a poker game. I wanted one of the 

ponies so bad. They were a good horse. They were gentle you know. He would win them Indians 
and then he would trade. That’s the way he was making his living. Hell when he died he didn’t 
have nothing. He had two or three good teams and a couple of freight wagons. He was freighting 
from Rock Springs. Him and my dad, they’d freight together. He was doing that to make a little 
money, fifty cents a hundred. He would haul maybe fifty hundred on that two wagons and all 
them horses. There wasn’t no road, just trails. 

Jon: Lucille was telling us yesterday that electricity first came to the park in the middle 60’s. 

Jesse: Yes, I forget what year, but it was about 1962, because I went there in 63 and went to 
Canyon Creek. I had power then. I’d had power about a year. It was quite a deal when they put 
that line down through there. The woman and I got it so I could make a ranch there and I had to 
leave, I thought I did. But I’ll tell you, I’ve never been sorry that I got out because if I’d stayed 
there I had to raise cattle to make a livin’ and I be (the side of the tape ended) 

Jesse: But if it was to do over again and I would have known now, I’d just tell them you can’t 
buy this ranch until I’m gone because I won’t sign a deed. I could have done that. But I think I 
would have been a fool and I think they would have made me wish I would have signed. 
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Jon: They definitely could have. 


Jesse: Bill Allen said so. He said they . You can’t live that way. Well I got out and let em 

have it. But I didn’t get enough money for it, I found that out. 

Jon: Did you ever hear of a Mike Flynn? 

Jesse: Oh Chr — , he was an old friend. I used to play with kids. They used to have two boys, 
Riley and Tim. I was raised with them. They used to come to our place and stay two or three 
weeks. Old Mike and his wife would be going somewhere, Rock Springs or somewhere. Tim and 
Riley would stay with us up at the old place. 

Jon: Did he get killed by somebody? 

Jesse: Hell yes. He got killed by Tom McCarty. We know he killed him, there’s no doubt about 
that. You’ve heard of Chick McKnight. He’s dead now, buried over in Nevada. I’ll tell you how 
we know. McCarty come to the Park Livestock Ranch. He was riding a big tall horse. A man 
come to Rock Springs. What the hell did he tell me he was looking fer. I can’t remember. 
Anyway he stayed all night there. Old Albert was over there then. Chick was there that night, 
Chick McKnight. Mike Flynn’s wife was in Vernal. She’d just had a baby. Mike lived, you kn ow 
where the bridge is on the river in the park there, the swinging bridge. There was a cabin on 
down the river there below just below that canyon on that bottom there. There was an old Toliver 
cabin. And they were living there at that time. Old Mike, he was stealing calves and colts. He 
didn’t deny it, from the Park Livestock and all the ranches and the Two Bar and them big outfits. 
Build him up a bunch of stock. He was against everybody, and thought everybody was against 
him. But him and dad was good friends there for a long time. But anyway old Mike was going to 
take a four-horse team and wagon and was going to Vernal to get his wife and his baby. Some 
way McCarty picked it out of him, old Mike was going to Vernal a certain day. Old Albert heard 
him talkin’ and told him of it. He said if I knowed what was a goin’ happen, he said, “I’d slipped 
down that night and told old Mike. I didn’t think nothing about it.” But, Albert told me the day 
before, that evening old Willis Rankin came from the Two Bar and old George Shipp from 
Beaver Creek. Oh I can’t name them all, three or four fellows. Out of the conversation out in the 
corrals, but he didn’t know what they were saying and they was making this up then and they 
was all chipping in see, so much to McCarty to kill him. They were all afraid of old Mike. He 
was a dangerous man. Mike he went the next morning. McCarty, he heads out up Crouse Creek, 
up Crouse Canyon there to Flynn’s Point up there below Pott Creek and hides and waits for Mike 
to come along. He comes drivin along. He was behind a big rock over there on the edge. The 
road goes right along Flynn’s Point there close in one place. When he got by, he shot him in the 
back. They took the harness off the horse and turned him loose and throwed Mike in the wagon. 
He goes back to Park Livestock and stays all night. The next morning he crossed the . But, 
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what I was getting at, he had an old 30-30 rifle, an old bugger, but it was a good one. Chick said 
that night he brought that in that he stayed with me the night before I went up there and cleaned 
that gun up in the house there, cleaned it all up. It wasn’t over two or three weeks after that, that 
Chick and somebody else, I don’t remember who, was crossing the ferry boat. The river was 
down low and it was clear. Chick happened to look over the side of the ferry boat, and by g-d 
and seen a gun laying on the bottom. Well they get some old wire and they fish it out and by g-d, 
it was this rifle. Old McCarty dropped it in there as he was going across to get rid of it you know. 
We named it Old Sam, that rifle. But I’ve killed deer with it, a hell of a good rifle. 

Jon: Is the rifle still around somewhere? 

Jesse: I don’t know what ever become of it. Chick had it and the Bassett’s had it and I don’t 
know what become it. 

Jon: This McCarty, now that’s the same Tom McCarty that rode with Butch Cassidy and a few 

chaps wasn’t it? 

Jesse: Well I guess so. I don’t know, I can’t tell you. They was going to take up a collection 
here and try to do something about McCarty when he left here. John Jarvie, young John took it 
up. My dad wouldn’t sign it. My dad and old Mike fell out before this. Dad told him, he said, 
“Mike you’re taken the wrong line and you’re going to get into trouble.” He says, “You better 
quit it.” 

Jon: Because it’s rustling. 

Jesse: And dad told me, “Mike was a good fellow.” But, he said, “I don’t want anymore to do 
with him anymore. I don’t want him around.” He said, “He’s going to get into trouble.” That 
man went into Rock Springs and Augustine Kendall was president of the Rock Springs National 
Bank and he owned the Park Livestock, a lot of stock out here. He said, “Mr. Kendall?” He said, 
“Yes.” He said, “I’ve been taking some of your colts and some of your calves.” He said, “You 
got plenty of em.” He said, “I’m building me up a bunch of em.” The dam fool sit right there and 
told him that. Well when you do that kind of stuff you’re asking for trouble. Dad knew he was 
going to get into trouble and he quit him. Well then these fellows all hired McCarty to shoot him 
in the back. 

Before that, did you know Ford DeJoumette? He used to be in partners with Kendall on the Park 
Livestock Ranch. He moved from there to Vernal. He was a sheep man. His wife still lives in 
Vernal. He’s dead now, Ford is. He was running the Park Livestock Ranch then. They knew 
Flynn was stealing calves on the mountain and colts. Old Ford had two or three fellas with him 
one morning and they went to old Mikes camp. They decided to go to his camp and try to talk to 

him. Then Tim, and that’s the oldest boy that was him. Well that there gets to sun-up and 

old Mike went after the horses of quite aways. He went after them and Tim was in the camp in 
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the tent. They rode up between Mike and the camp and stopped. He didn’t figure he, he always 
had a rifle. He never carried a six shooter. So he went off and didn’t have his gun with him. He 
was bringing back the horses. They talked a little bit there. Pretty soon here Tim came out of the 
tent with the 30-30. He comes out and sits down on the ground and pulls that down on old Ford 
DeJournette and set there. They knew dam well all that would have to happen, Mike give the 
work and he would blow his head off. They turned around and rode off. That’s the last time they 
tried to talk to him. He told me what was going on. I guess he had to be killed or something. 

Dam fellow, he just went haywire on everybody. 

Jon: This Chick you’re talking about, did he get killed later? 

Jesse: No, Chick died of natural causes in Nevada. He had a little place over there and a few 
cows. He died over there. 

Jon: Were any of the Two Bar People getting killed, any of the cowboys who worked for 

them? 

Jesse: No, none of them got killed that I recall. 

Jon: Were there any people in the Park, talking about Butch Cassidy for instance, that claimed 

they may have seen in the 1920’s or 30’s, coming back from South America? 

Jesse: Seen Cassidy? 

Jon: Yeah, anybody you know that claims they seen him? Supposedly he got killed about 

1909, Cassidy, in South America. A lot of people claim he came back. 

Jesse: Oh you hear that. I’ve heard it. Maybe he did. I wouldn’t doubt it. 

Jon: But you’ve never talked to anybody that would definitely shed light on this? 

Jesse: I don’t know. 

Jon: But you haven’t talked to somebody that said I saw Butch Cassidy in Vernal or wherever 

it might be? 

Jesse: No, but you hear these stories you know. You hear lots of things. He might have come 
back. I wouldn’t doubt it. 

Jon: One thing Bruce and I was talking about was this Valentine Hoy that got killed. Harry 

Tracy supposedly killed him. 


27 



Jesse: Yes, Lant killed him who was with Harry Tracey. That’s what Crouse said. 

Jon: So Lant killed Hoy then? 

Jesse: Yeah, to get his rifle. Lant didn’t have a gun and Tracey killed him and pulled the 

legs and crawled over there and got the rifle. 

Jon: So Tracey killed Hoy to give the rifle to Lant. 

Jesse: Lant killed Hoy then. That’s the why I got it anyway, that was the story Crouse gave. 

Jon: They ended up hanging Jack Bennett. 

Jesse: Oh Jack Bennett, that was a dirty deal. That was a dam dirty deal. That man I don’t think 
done anything to be hung. That was always what I heard. It was just a dam shame. That was old 
man Jarvie’s story and Charlie Crouse’s. I heard them talk about it. John Bennett built that rock 
house for Jarvie up there. And they done Eb Bassett a dirty trick. Eb Bassett was just a kid then. 
Eb Bassett told me this himself. There was a bunch, a sheriff and a bunch come from Craig, 

where a was and he was that he was packing down Tracey on the lower canyon. 

Which I don’t think he was. But he was down in Lodore Canyon camped at the head of the 
canyon for some reason. I don’t know. They came there along with Eb, because Eb and Bennett 
was good friends. They wanted him to go down and get Bennett and bring him up. So Eb told 
me. They wanted to play cards that night. So he took off that morning and went down to 
Bennett’s camp and told him. He sent him up there alone. They told him to let on that he was 
alone but I didn’t have no idea they was goin to hang him or anything. So Bennett rode home 
with him and after that I stepped in the door and they was in there with the guns on him. 

Jon: How old was Eb at the time? 

Jesse: He was just a kid. 

Jon: Was he in his teens? 

Jesse: He surely was, going clear down there. He must have been in his teens. 

Jon: Were they afraid to go after Bennett themselves? 

Jesse: Bennett was a dead shot, Old man Jarvie said. He practiced everyday. He was looking for 
trouble or had trouble. No doubt the man had or he wouldn’t have done that. What the hell good 
did it do him. All them guns on him and — the door. 
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Jon: They hung him at the Bassett corral there, the gate? 


Jesse: They hung him right on the yard gate. It’s in the story that they got on the corral gate out 
there, well it aint so. Eb Bassett told me. At the old Bassett house there, there was a two by post 
in the cross piece out there over the fence gate on the south. They took him out there and hung 
by that cross piece out there. That’s what Eb told me. They brought him in the house and laid 
him down on the floor and pulled a gunnysack over his face and he said, “You know like a fool I 
pulled that gunnysack off from his face and looked at him.” And he said, “I see that man’s face 
every night of my life.” 

Jon: This young Eb Bassett, they talked him to tricking his friend to come up to the Bassett 

place to play cards? They were going to after him. So that Bassett was a real young kid at the 
time so he didn’t know they were going to hang him. So he comes walking in with him and they 
draw there guns on them and then they just walked in and they put him on the ground and put a 
gunnysack over his head. Then Eb Bassett pulled the gunnysack off and he said he saw the man’s 
face right before they hung em and every day he remembered the man’s face. 

Jesse: Their excuse for hanging them that I ever heard was because he said he was taking to 
grub down into Lodore Canyon to Harry Tracey. Which I don’t suppose was so. But what if he 
was. 

Jon: I understand Harry Tracey got away. 

Jesse: He got away, him and Lant. Old Charlie Crouse was with them and they was traveling on 
the canyon in the snow. Crouse said he felt so sorry for them fellas. There feet was a bleedin and 

froze. They caught em one on one inside the Lodore Canyon somewhere a foot. I don’t 

know how Tracey got out of the pen after that. But, he was killed in Idaho after that in a wheat 
field. Lant, I don’t know what the hell would come of him. I never heard no more of him. 

Jon: The men that hung Bennett, that was probably the Hoy brothers wasn’t it? 

Jesse: No, No, well I suppose that J.S. Hoy was probably in on it but I don’t know. They other 
one was killed you see. 

Jon: You think they hung Bennett in some kind of retaliation or just anger because the other 

Hoy got killed, Valentine got killed? 

Jesse: Hell I don’t know. I’ve heard there was a whole bunch of the bas— ds there. Just like they 
was, I never did understand these deals, just like it was up at Willow Creek with Jim McKnight 
when she had him shot, Josie. Josie was married to them you know and she had him shot there at 
Willow Creek. A bunch, I don’t kn ow what the hell they would shoot him fer, I never heard, old 
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Crouse, he didn’t know. Old Charlie Crouse and Jim McKnight had thousands of horses on 
Diamond Mountain. That’s what they were doing, camped up there and ran horses. Then Jos’ 
and him had separated. They wasn’t divorced I guess but they was separated. She sent 
somebody up there to tell to Jim that she was sick and she wanted him to come and see her. 
Crouse said to Jim, he said, “I’m not going near her, I’m not going down there.” Charlie Crouse 
said, “I told him, she’s been your wife, she is your wife and now by g-d you go see her and I’m 
going with you.” So he come with him down there. On the way they run on old Pete Lowe. 
That’s an old Dane that used to have a place on Beaver Creek at the old Pete Lowe place, down 
below the lane there. He was an old timer in here. I don’t know what year he came, he was here 

when we come. They run on to him. So old Pete and him head below to the house there at 

Willow Creek. It was dark. Jim went to the house and they shot him. I don’t know who shot him 
or I don’t know why. They took him in and laid him down on the couch or bed or some dam 
thing. They slipped up there and old Crouse said him and old Pete Lowe and there was a bunch 
there, what they was doing, I don’t know. Josie come out, old nigger Isom was there, you’ve 
heard of him. There was a big old cellar. I know right where it was in the hill. That’s east of the 
one house there facing the west, all built up and a door in it and everything. Charlie Crouse told 
my dad that Josie came out with Nigger Isom and they went up to the cellar and was up there for 
about an hour. Then they come back to the house. That’s what Crouse said. They began leaving 
and finally they got in to see old Jim and he lived. I don’t know where he was shot, but it didn’t 
kill him and he lived. He lived in Vernal and was living there, oh he’s probably not alive now, 
but he was a few years ago. Now you know the dirty deal. I never did get why she had him shot. 

Jon: She’s quite a character. 

Jesse: how much grocery store you understand, that’s all I know, Crouse and old man 

Jarvie. I’ve heard em tell it. 

Jon: Isom Dart was supposedly killed by Tom Horn then right? 

Jesse: Yes he was. 

Jon: Him and Matt Rash. 

Jesse: I don’t know what that’s all about. You know they hung Tom Horn. Well they hung him 
for killing that kid. They claimed he killed a kill. I don’t think he killed the kid. I guess he killed 
enough Indians and people he deserved to be hung, I don’t know. He was quite a guy. 

Jon: Was there a general dislike for the Indians, the people moving in? 

Jesse: Well some. 
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Jon: Some hated them and some tolerated them. 


Jesse: If they raided some of their people and killed em scalped them of course they hated them. 
But the Indians had friends too. 

Jon: Did any of the people from the Park go and fight in the Spanish and American war. We 

were reading somewhere. 

Jesse: No, I never heard of any. 

Jon: Somewhere along the line we had read where three states of Colorado, Utah and 

Wyoming, just about that time were getting together to form a posse, a tri-state posse sort of to 
go after some of the outlaws and when the Spanish - American War came about the attention 
started to drift away to the war. 

Jesse: Could be, but I don’t ever remember of hearing of any of them saying anything about 
going to that war. I can’t recall any of it. 

Jon: There was one other animal I wanted to know about, the mountain lion. 

Jesse: There used to be lots of em. 

Jon: What killed them off? 

Jesse: They put a bounty on them out of Denver. They were friendly and they come in with 
them dam hounds and run the poor old down and killed them. 

Jon: Was they detrimental to livestock? Did the wolf, the coyote, and the mountain lion, was it 

a factor in having a ranch? Did they kill a lot of cattle? 

Jesse: The lions didn’t bother your cattle, but they’d kill your colts. But the lions, I never heard 
of a lion killing a cow or a, I guess they lived on rabbits and stuff. There wasn’t any deer when 
we come there you know. There wasn’t many. The land where we find the deer, we find the lion. 
But they put those trail hounds on their trail and they follow a lion — and the lion scared of any 
little dog. This little dog here could tree a lion if he ran after it and barked. Then they could go 
shoot him out of the tree. They just about done away with the lions down there. No, there used to 
be lots of them down there in the park. We had colts killed by em. Sometimes they’d kill a big 
horse. I’ve known them to kill a big work horse. They would come out of the tree and get ahold 
of their back and reach down there and cut their throat with them dam claws. And them wolves 
could kill a cow of course very easily, or a horse. I never knew of em killing horses. I suppose 
they did if they were hungry. I’ve see on our place there when them dam wolves I’ve seen the 
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cows laying up there in that field in the morning along with all of their hind quarter eat out clear 
to the bone and still alive. There would be a bunch of them come along. If there were a bunch of 
em, why they’d eat one up but why, two or three, why they eat a quarter and didn’t bother about 
killing them. Cut the hamstring in the back of the leg and they couldn’t get up. They done horses 
that way when they wanted to kill one. They’d run by a horse and cut that ham string and then 
they could down them and they’d have feed. 

Jon: Did Mr. Jarvie ever talk about burying Jesse Ewing next to that kid in the family that he 

killed, I think it was a young guy named Johnson that Ewing supposedly stabbed to death on the 
ice. 

Jesse: Up on the ice where what we called the old — by the Jarvie place. No, it wasn’t 
Johnson, but by g-d, I forgot that boys name. 

Jon: He ended up burying Ewing right next to him. 

Jesse: No! The story is that Jesse Ewing is buried at the head of Jesse Canyon where that cabin 
used to be. Maybe it still stands in the hill above Jesse Ewing Mine. He’s not buried there, but 
history will tell you he is. But, I’ll tell you what old Bill Aines and old man Jarvie and old 
Charlie Crouse said, they knew him and was there. They said he was buried right there at the 
Jarvie place just out a little ways from the house there, down the ditch a little bit. They built that 
ditch when Charlie Crouse had that ditch, a Young from Vernal built that ditch for Charlie 
Crouse. So they come over a dam mound, a grave and built the ditch right there where the 
surveyor was over the grave. Now that’s what they said. So he’s in there ditch, according to them 

and I believe them instead this other story you hear. My g-d I’ve never seen no grave up there at 

the head of Jesse Canyon if he’s there. No sign of any grave. His mine was there and the cabin 
was there but that’s what them three fella I heard say that. That he was buried in that ditch. But 
— came over and he said, “He’s just a dam old outlaw, go ahead and put the ditch right there.” 
Well he was just an old outlaw. Jesse, he was a mean old bugger. But they built a wonderful 
mine up there, a tunnel at the end of that mine. I went in it once when I was a kid. Did haven’t 
any better sense. We had us a light and we went in there. 

Jon: What kind of ore were they taking out of there? 

Jesse: They were looking for nice Gold. (Ran out of tape) 
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